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4 June 1855

Holland, Michigan

At the meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church, a considerable discussion was held on the office of
deacon. Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided. A member by the name of Nagerlkerke was readmitted to the
"table of the Lord."
In Dutch: translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College,
volume II, p. 1.
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Meeting held on June 4, 1855
Present were Elders H. Broek, A. Krabshuis, Jonker, A. Wilterdink, G. J. Hekhuis, T.
Keppel, and Deacons Wilterdink, te Roller, P. de Vries; as well as Rev. van Raalte
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by Rev. van Raalte, after which the minutes were
read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — It was decided to appoint a committee of the congregation to review the
accounts for the poor for a public accounting. Committee of Jonker, Krabshuis and
Labots were appointed by the consistory to undertake this careful review.
ARTICLE 3— A discussion takes place, and ideas were exchanged, concerning the office
of deacon. The conclusion came down to an acknowledgment that they were not
administrative clerks of the congregation but, under the leading of the Holy Spirit, were
also witnesses to the Spirit of Christ, who came to do good. This Spirit of Christ in the
congregation of Jesus calls upon the members to be examples and powerful implementers
to proclaim God's honor on earth. Consequently, they must themselves be filled with the
Holy Spirit, who will teach them to ask what the will of the Lord Jesus is and what his
congregation on earth is called upon to do for God's honor upon this earth. The deacons
may, therefore, without hesitation, call upon the congregation to help the needy. The
congregation must radiate, via its deacons, in works of love. In order to avoid the
appearance of evil, the deacons are obligated to cooperate in a positive fashion with the
consistory of the church, and are required to clearly and publicly make known their
activities.
ARTICLE 4 — Rev. van Raalte informs the gathering that, to his joy, he has met with
member Nagelkerke, whose heart has been touched and who longs for fellowship with
God. Therefore, with joy, he is (re)admitted to the table of the Lord.
ARTICLE 5 — A communication was received from the South Holland, or Scottish
congregation, signed by Rev. Schepers, that they desire, in the matter of Hoogenhorst and
wife, to discuss this in their presence. It was unanimously decided that Brother
Krabshuis will inform them on behalf of the consistory that the consistory is obligated to
follow classical procedure. However, if the brothers from South Holland desire further
information, the minutes will be made available to them.
ARTICLE 6 — The meeting was closed by Brother Broek.
A. C. van Raalte

